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Dear Parents and Guardians,

1. Welcome. Welcome to the 2007-2008 school year for St. Peter’s Junior High.

2. Curriculum Night. All parents and guardians are cordially invited to our “Curriculum Night” to be held on Thursday, September 20, 2007. Parents/Guardians for Grade 7 students are asked to assemble in the gym at 6:30 p.m. Parents/Guardians for Grade 8 and 9 students are asked to assemble in the gym at 7:30 p.m.  The agenda for each session includes a general information session followed by a meeting in the homeroom and finally an opportunity to meet other teachers.

3. Welcome to New Students. We are pleased to welcome all our new Gr. 7 students as Pythons as well as some Gr. 8 and 9 students transferring from other schools. A special welcome is extended to our international students this year: Oscar David Campus (Mexico), Jose Eduardo Diaz Azcunaga (Mexico), and Mingyu Lee (Korea).

4. Welcome to New & Returning Staff Members. We are pleased to welcome back to our staff after a year or more elsewhere, Ms. Donna Rice-Parsons (Home Economics) and Mr. Gerard Walsh (HR728). New to the teaching staff this year are: Ms. Irene Barnable (Special Services), Ms. Sarah Mathews (HR818), Ms. Kimberly O’Keefe-Swain (HR917), and Ms. Lisa Penney (Physical Ed, Ed Tech, Math). Also a special welcome to two new student assistants, Ms. Gloria Kendall and Ms. Beverly Harris. Also, it is my pleasure to welcome to our administrative team Ms. Stella Greenslade (Assistant Principal) and Ms. Kelly Brenton (Guidance).

5. K12 Planet. There are several ways in which we will try to enhance communication with parents and students. We will use this newsletter, our website, and K12Planet. K12 Planet software gives you and your children secure access to a copy of the school’s central information system, so you can see information that is specific to your child’s performance in class; grades, attendance, conduct, assignments, homework, scheduled events, and other useful information. Passwords and instruction sheets will be distributed to parents and guardians during our curriculum night. We will have K12 Planet up and running with current data next week for those of you who have existing passwords.
6. Terry Fox Run. Our Terry Fox run is scheduled as part of the “Healthy Commotion” activities scheduled for Friday, September 28, 2007. More information will follow, but it looks as though we will be having this run after recess (about 10:20 am). If you would like to assist along the route or if you’re up to a 5 km run/walk and would like to join in, parents are quite welcome to participate.

7. Allergies. There are some students with serious, life-threatening nut allergies in our building. Please ensure that your son or daughter does not bring any nuts or food containing nut product to school or on the bus. There are also staff members and students who have scent allergies.  We ask that you help keep our school scent free by not wearing perfumes and colognes while in the building. Thank-you for your cooperation in this important matter.

8. Student Incentives. There are numerous times during the year where we encourage student participation in such things as fundraising initiatives or healthy living activities. There are also “Positive Python” awards in recognition of positive behaviour. If you can contribute small prizes in support of this incentive program it would be greatly appreciated.
9. Veggie Fundraiser. Today we kicked off our 6th Annual fall Veggie Hamper Fundraiser.  Students were issued 3 tickets each.  This fundraiser will run until Fri. Sept 28th with pickup of Vegetables Oct. 3rd and 4th from 3-7.  The cost is $12 per bag. Students have been offered daily prize incentives.  Please help our SPJH Pythons by purchasing a Vegetable Hamper.
10. Real-Time Cancer. Mr. Geoff Eaton from Real-Time Cancer will be presenting to our students next Tuesday afternoon.

11. Easy Fundraising Initiatives. You can easily assist with our ongoing fundraising efforts in the following manner:
a. Sales Tapes. Ms Clancy collects Sobey’s, Dominion, and Boston Pizza sales tapes on behalf of the school.

b. Recycling at SPJH : Our school is actively involved with recycling. Our first recycling blitz will take place on Friday, October 12th. Parents and students can also drop off their recycling to Evergreen recycling depots in the name of the school. 

c. Canadian Tire Receipts. Ms. Rice-Parsons collects Canadian Tire money in support of our Home Economics program.

12. Congratulations. Pearlgate Track & Field Club recently held their year end banquet and Daniel Kelloway (HR803) won 1st place Bantam Boys for the Twilight Series (9 track meets) with 184 points out of a possible 192 and also received an award for Male Athlete of the Year. (Please note: We are very proud of our students and welcome the opportunity to celebrate the successes of our students so if you have any special announcements like these then please send them along.)
13. Dates to Note. Please note the following upcoming events:

a) Thursday, September 20, 2007 – Curriculum Night

b) Friday, September 28, 2007 – Healthy Commotion/Terry Fox Run

c) Monday, October 8, 2007 – Thanksgiving Day Holiday

d) Thursday, October 25, 2007 – School Pictures

e) Tuesday, November 6, 2007 – Intermediate Schools Closeout Day

f) Monday, November 12, 2007 – Remembrance Day Holiday

g) Thursday, November 29, 2007 – Café Night

h) Friday, November 30, 2007 – Distribution of Term 1 Report Cards

i) Thursday, December 6, 2007 – Parent-Teacher Interviews
14. School Council Elections. The School Council at St. Peter’s Junior High is beginning its year of operation.  The purpose of the School Council is to develop, encourage and promote policies, practices and activities that will enhance the quality of school programs and the levels of student achievement. The School Council at St. Peter’s Junior High consists of the following members:

· Principal 

· Three teachers who are elected by their colleagues.

· Four parent/guardians who are elected by parents/guardians.  

· Three community representatives 
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Each year elections are held to fill vacant positions.  Currently, we are holding elections for these positions/representatives.  If you are interested in becoming a member of our School Council, please complete the form below or e-mail me directly (anthonystack@esdnl.ca).  All forms should be returned to the main office at the school no later than Thursday, September 20.  A biography of each candidate, in addition to voting information, will be published in an upcoming edition of Python Pride.

Tony Stack

Principal

368-0189

anthonystack@esdnl.ca
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St. Peter’s Junior High


School Council


Parent Representative Form








I ________________________________________ am interested in running for the position of parent representative on the St. Peter’s Junior High School Council.  To be eligible for the position of parent representative, you must have a child(ren) currently attending SPJH.


My child(ren) are:





1. _____________________________	Homeroom: ___________





2. _____________________________	Homeroom: ___________





3. _____________________________	Homeroom: ___________





All forms should be returned to the main office at the school no later than Thursday September 20, 2007.








Signature ___________________________________
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